
 
 
 
 
 
The purpose of the Murphys Business Association is to         
increase awareness of the greater Murphys area       
businesses, attractions, and special events, to promote       
a healthy business climate, and to encourage high        
ethics and professional standards. 
 

VIRTUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES for July 2nd, 2020, 8:30 am via ZOOM 
 
Call to Order and Introductions: 
 

Interim President Michelle Plotnik Called the Meeting to Order at 9:34 am and asked the participants to 
introduce themselves.  In attendance were: 
 
Michelle Plotnik 
Louise Carniglia 
Barb Schick 
Lynnie Woishnis 
Nick Chamulak 
June Andona 
Merita Callaway 
Scott Klann 
 

Lisa Boulton 
Trudy Lackey 
Conrad Levasseur 
Jody Jurgens 
Patty Schultz 
Steve Gonzalez 
Catherine Carnahan 
Christopher Butner 

Minutes:  Michelle presented the minutes from the June meeting.  Patty Schultz motioned to approve the 
minutes as presented, Louise Garniglia seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Michelle presented a draft budget showing comparisons to previous years and a 
projection through 2022.  There was discussion resulting in a motion by Nick Chamulak to approve the 
budget as presented, with a second by Louse Carniglia.  The motion passed unanimously, and the draft 
budget was adopted.  As part of the budget discussion Christopher suggested developing a program to sell 
Visit Murphys branded merchandise online and through retail partners in town.  Nick offered to participate 
with Christopher in a Retail Revenue Committee to develop some suggestions for the board on 
merchandise and sales opportunities.  Catherine asked to participate, and a new committee was created. 
(The committee is open to other members joining them if interested.) The committee will report back to 
Michelle with when they will be meeting and some preliminary ideas shortly. They will come up with a 
dollar amount needed and Michelle stated to start small and go on from there. T-shirts, stickers, magnets, 
water bottles, face masks, and bandanas were all suggested as possible items to consider.  
Lisa suggested that she get a poll out to our membership to get some feedback for our new Retail Revenue 
Committee and gauge the level of interest of our local businesses in selling items.  Lisa also mentioned that 
her house is in escrow and she may be returning to the UK sooner than anticipated.  She plans to continue 
to work with the MBA and her other local clients remotely and says she’ll have plenty of time while 
quarantined. 
 
Old Business & Updates: 
 

Membership Renewals: Michelle reported that membership renewals will be going out in the next week or 
so and reminded everybody how important memberships will be to our budget for this coming year. 
Michelle also reported that the board was discussing the possibility of offering monthly or quarterly 
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payment plans through an auto renewal option through PayPal.  There was some discussion resulting in 
Michelle looking into the costs to bring back to the board for approval. 
 

Hand Sanitizer & Banner/Posters: Michelle reported that hand sanitizer stations from Foothill Sanitary are 
up around town now and will remain for at least three months.  A few larger signs reminding people of the 
simple measures to reduce the spread of the virus will be going up tonight.  She also mentioned that Jimmy 
Heryford is working on getting the cable back up across Main Street for a banner and that Lisa Boulton is 
working on a design now.  Steve Gonzales has copies of the smaller posters and will be distributing them to 
businesses today and tomorrow. 
 

Merita was asked about the County’s educational and enforcement efforts with regards to those businesses 
who are either hosting live music or who are not enforcing face coverings or social distancing.  Merita 
reported that the County is focusing on education right now and is sending individual letters to businesses 
who are promoting events or entertainment that seem to be out of step with the State and County 
guidance.  She said that the County is not currently fining or citing individuals or businesses but that we 
know the ABC and OSHA are watching for problems and that ABC could warn out of compliance businesses 
or conceivably take their liquor licenses.  There was a lot of discussion of concerns by our members and 
how we can encourage compliance.  Merita ended by reporting that businesses are responding to 
communication from the County by cancelling music events, she received notice of one during our meeting.  
 

Irish Day Raffle: Patty Schulz from the Spice Tin, and our long time MID Raffle Coordinator, pulled the 
winning tickets.  Michelle will pick up tickets and contact information from Patty and contact the winners 
before we do any social media posts. 
 

New Website: Michelle reported that we’ve been experiencing a few glitches with the new website and 
have been getting them fixed as they crop up.  She asked us to let her know if anybody has difficulty posting 
events or accessing information so we can get the problems fixed quickly. 
 

New Business:  
 

Murphys Membership Committee: Michelle asked Scott to bring us up to date on what’s happening with 
the Old Timer’s Museum. Scott reported that he is joining the Museum’s board and has some ideas for 
creating a Murphys Membership that would support the MBA, Murphys Community Club, Feeney Park, and 
the Old Timer’s Museum.  There was a lot of support for the idea and several people offered to be part of a 
Murphys Membership Committee that would come up with fundraising ideas.  Christopher Butner, Lisa 
Boulton, and Michelle volunteered to participate on that Committee.  Scott will head it up and get back to 
Michelle with information on when and how we might meet. 
 
MBA Helping Local Businesses: : Michelle asked if anybody had any further feedback on what the 
businesses need the MBA to be doing right now.  Barb reported that she is seeing lots of social media and 
some tv reporting talking about visitors to Murphys for the holiday weekend.  There was additional 
discussion of what we can do to make sure people know we expect them to observe social distancing 
requirements and wear a face covering.  Michelle notes that we have received many emails from people 
planning to visit us in the next few weeks and that she was seeing and hearing the same thing. Michelle also 
asked that anybody with a good solution for flies send it to us so we can share it with all the businesses. 
 
 

Announcements, Reminders, Events & Happenings:  
● Jody provided a brief update on Grape Stomp and Michelle reported that there will not be a 

traditional Gold Rush Street Faire this year. A virtual backyard Grape Stomp the week before the 
regular date plus a private stomp in the park. 

● FYI: Pedlar’s Faire in Arnold happening but with no live music or beer booth. All vendors masked, 
distributing masks, sanitary stations. Following all guidelines. 

● Michelle & Lisa sending out the next Newsletter including events that have cancelled. 
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Reminders: 

● Murphys Certified Farmers Market continues Sundays from 9am-1pm through October 
● Check out FB Murphys Live Music for all the virtual musical happenings in the area 
● Post your events (virtual and otherwise) to our online calendar at 

visitmurphys.com/events/community/add 
 
 

Updates from Other Community Groups:  Chamber of Commerce / Visitors Bureau / Wine Grape Alliance / 
Murphys Community Club / Business Associations / Service Groups / Library / Old Timers Museum 
Other Comments, Concerns, Opinions, Suggestions, Rumors, Announcements Etc. Adjournment 
 

Our Next Virtual Membership Meeting will be on Thursday, August 6th, 2020 at 8:30am via ZOOM 
 unless there is a major change in the Covid-19 situation and gatherings are allowed. 

 

We will be keeping our agendas short during this time of socially distanced virtual meetings but please feel 
free to let us know if there is something you would like to see added to the agenda or shared with our 

members during our weekly emails. 
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